Sherwood Jones has been concerned with almost all the chapters, so that specialist authority in the different areas is reinforced by a uniform style. Despite one or two lapses it is good to see SI units being used.
This book is good value for its price to any SHO or registrar starting to specialize in intensive care, and once purchased will become well-thumbed for sound advice. D Human cytogeneticsthe study of microscopically detectable alterations in the chromosomes of (usually) lymphocytes in short-term culturehas contributed significantly to radiobiology and radiological protection and has recently been extended in two new directions. Firstly, sister chromatid exchanges can now be easily scored and this seems likely to increase the sensitivity of cytogenetics for the detection of the effects of some (but not all) mutagens and carcinogens. Secondly cytogenetic techniques are now being applied to the monitoring of human populations exposed, occupationally or therapeutically, to chemical mutagens. All these applications are covered by the 37 papers in this book which constitutes the proceedings of a symposium held in Edinburgh in August, 1977. The increasing acceptance of exfoliative cytology as a diagnostic aid has led to an avalanche of textbooks and atlases in recent years. This makes the choice of purchases difficult for the discerning and, alas, not affluent pathologist. Gompel's atlas and short textbook, written to provide a 'morphologic reference source for students and cytopathologists', excels in the concise and authoritative way in which the material is presented. The illustrations, with few exceptions, are superb. Although there are 8 colour photomicrographs per page there is excellent preservation of cellular and nuclear detail and no distortion of colour. I suspect, however, that the magnifications quoted are not always accurate.
The most important aspects of exfoliative cytology are well covered and some rare conditions are included. The subject is divided logically into anatomical sites and there is a very instructive chapter on aspiration cytology and also a chapter on cytogenetics. Of particular importance is the introductory description of the normal cell as seen under the light as well as the electron microscope. In addition the reader will find the chapter on techniques of clinical cytology and the summary of special staining techniques very useful. Most appropriately an extensive list of relevant references follows the text of each chapter.
This book is a valuable and stimulating contribution to the literature on exfoliative cytology and, although fairly expensive, it deserves a place in every cytology laboratory. The twelfth edition of Price's Textbook of the Practice of Medicine appears five years after the previous edition and fifty-six years after the first edition. In order to adhere to Dr Frederick Price's aim to present a comprehensive survey of modern medicine, Sir Ronald Bodley Scott has enlisted 78 contributors of whom 51 are new contributors. Yet 7 of the 18 sections have only one author. The entire book has been rewritten with the exception of the chapter on pyschological medicine written by the late Sir Aubrey Lewis. In the opinion of Professor Michael Shepherd this remains a lucid and elegant exposition requiring only minor changes.
Sir Ronald, who himself contributes to the section on diseases of the haemopoietic system, is to be congratulated on editing what will undoubtedly prove to be the British textbook of medicine that finds most favour with both undergraduates and postgraduates. 
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